
The Delaware Financial Education Alliance Presents…

and Penny

Join the World’s Worst
Money Magician for
an Adventure on the

Magic of Compounding!

in
“The 

Amazing
 Money 

   Stalk!” 

20 Pages of Comics, Puzzles & Fun!20 Pages of Comics, Puzzles & Fun!



© 2024 Delaware Financial Education Alliance
All Rights Reserved

The Delaware Financial Education Alliance thanks all those
whose generous support makes Teach Children to Save Day possible!

Comenity Bank    County Bank
First Citizens Community Bank    Shore United Bank

Educational Consultant: Judy Austin
Center for Economic Education & Entrepreneurship, University of Delaware



The Great Investo & Penny        

                in: “The Amazing Money Stalk”
Investo, Here’s

a book your
nephew might 

enjoy... Jack and
the beanstalk!

Jack and the Beanstalk?
That’s a terrible story!

No Magic, no money...
No wizards... 

Written & Illustrated by Greg KoselukWritten & Illustrated by Greg Koseluk

Jack
and the

Beanstalk

Jellybeans

Investo, Wake up!

I wish I Imagined
something nicer!

Don’t blame me!
This is your dream!

You imagined
all this!

Penny, why are you dressed
like that? what happened to

my house?
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Ha! I’m 
sure you 
could do 

better!

I’m sure 
I could!
Yawn!

ZZZZ...



Saving takes too long!
I’ll swap that in

the village and get
what I want
in a hurry!

If you want 
something nicer, 
you need to save

more! We save our 
money in this

cow bank.

I’d say that’s a bad idea,
but this is Investo’s

dream! He’ll have
to learn the hard way!

Saving is the slow
way, pal!  I’ll tell 
you what I’ll do...

Get WhatYou Want
NOW!

One 
Owner!

EASY
Payments!

I’ll trade you 
that savings 
Cow for this 
magic bean.

Don’t worry about saving!
Just plant the bean and see

what happens!

It’s a 
magic bean!
I’ll Plant It 

and get what 
I want now!
I won’t have

to wait!



So, Up climbed
Investo, Picking

money as he went...

Hi, Ya, Pal!
I’ve got some
great deals 

for you!

You
Again?

... Like this special electric hat
with live fireworks! And it only

costs... just what you have there!

The next morning...

Yipee!
It worked!

I’m Rich!

But
Look at 
those
leaves!

But SEE
what it

did to the
roof!

One
Dollar
Bills?

And I See
Larger Bills
higher up!

Investo,
Be 

Careful!

These are
five dollar
bills! I’m 
Going up
Higher! ?

...Until he reached
the top, above

the clouds!



What’s
that
over

there?

Oh, That’s 
Compounding

Castle.

$ $

Compounding
Castle?
Wow!

ULP!
Including

this
giant!

Fee, Fi, 
Fo, Fum!

I smell the
dough of

a spending
one!

I... I... Spent
it on this hat...
Um, for you!

It’s a silly Hat, 
And too small!

I want my
money!

look at
this place!

everything’s 
gigantic!

Inside...

you took
a lot of my

money!

If you Can’t pay me
all you owe, Then

you’ll work for me
Until It’s
paid Back!

Don’t Thank me!
I want my 
money Back!

fizz

uh, I just borrowed
it... thanks very much!



My castle needs a new
moat! start digging!

INTEREST?

YES, THAT’S CALLED “COMPOUNDING.”
yOU PAY INTEREST ON THE INTEREST.

THE LONGER YOU WAIT TO PAY IT ALL OFF,
the more you will pay!
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IT’S LIKE
DIGGING A HOLE

THAT GETS DEEPER
AND DEEPER!

INTEREST IS THe EXTRA 
MONEY YOU OWE When

you BORROW. SEE? WELL, THAT’S
NOT TOO

BAD...

Interest
Investo

Owes

$

HEY! THE INTEREST
I OWE GREW!

$$

So Investo Starts Digging, then sees...

hey! PENNY!
WHAT ARE YOU
DOING HERE?

I’M THE
HOUSEKEEPER

HERE AT
COMPOUNDING

CASTLE. 

GREAT! 
GET ME
OUT OF
HERE!

YOU HAVE TO GET YOURSELF OUT.
JUST PAY THE GIANT WHAT YOU

BORROWED FROM HIM... PLUS INTEREST!



SEE? WHEN YOU
BORROW MONEY,

YOU PAY THE GIANT.
YOU WORK FOR

HIM...

...WHEN YOU
SAVE MONEY, THE

COMPOUNDING
GIANT WORKS

FOR YOU!

fEE, FI, FUM
FO! YOU’RE A
SAVER, so 

INTEREST I OWE!

HEY, YOU!
KEEP WORKING!!

tHAT’S COMPOUNDING
CASTLE! WHEN YOU OWE
MONEY, YOU WORK FOR 

THE COMPOUNDING GIANT!

HEY! wHAT’S 
GOING ON 

THERE?
WHY IS 

THE GIANT
BEING NICE 
TO THose
people? 

aND HE’S 
GiVING Them

MONEY!

wHEN 
YOU SAVE

YOUR MONEY,
THE GIANT
PAYS you
iNTEREST!

So, Investo dug...

...and Dug...

...and then
he noticed
something

odd...



here’s an 
EXAMPLE...

IF YOU PAY BACK $25 EACH MONTH,
IT WILL TAKE OVER FIVE YEARS

TO PAY IT OFF!

BY THE TIME
YOU PAY IT ALL OFF
YOU WILL HAVE PAID

$1,660 FOR THAT
$1,000.

YOU PAID THE
COMPOUNDING

GIANT $660
IN INTEREST!

bUT INSTEAD OF
BORROWING, SAY YOU HAD

$1,000 TO SAVE AT
10% INTEREST...

THAT’S $2,500 YOU
SAVED... AND THE
COMPOUNDING
GIANT PAID YOU

$1,081 IN INTEREST!

YOU
BORROW
$1,000...  

YOUR 
INTEREST RATE

IS 20%

aND EACH MONTH
YOU SAVED ANOTHER

$25.  AT THE END
OF FIVE YEARS, YOU
WILL HAVE $3,580!

(note, saving interest is normally less than loan interest)

$100$1
00 20%

Interest

$1,000
Borrowed

10%
Interest

$2,500    Saved
$1,081     in Interest+
$3,580  Total!

$660
in Interest!

$25



Right! and you’ll have the
compounding giant
working for you!

So, It’S SMARTER TO SAVE
FOR THE THINGS I WANT.

IT WiLL Cost me less
in the long run!

Wait, I thought
this story had a goose
that laid golden eggs!

When you have compound interest
working For you it’s Even better

Than any silly goose!

that’s settles It! I’m going 
back home and start saving!

!

Hey! you up There!
 I’m Going to Be a Saver!

you’ll be working for
me soon, big boy!

uh... 
soon, 

but not
yet!

Sorry, 
I Just 

Remembered
I Need 
to Be

Someplace...

...Somplace
Else!

COME BACK
HERE!



I’ll
Climb

Back Down
the Money

Stalk!

Uh, oh!
The Giant’s

Climbing down,
too!

I Just Need
 to get to

the Bottom of
the Stalk...

...and  
I’ll Chop
it down!



And I still have
a Magic bean!  I’m
going to start

saving!

H
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No, it was all true!
I want the compounding
giant to work for me!
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Penny! Watch out!
the money stalk!

the giant! Compounding!
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Wow! you Must have
had some dream!

I’ll Do
It!

$
$$ $$
$

$

I Don’t know about any giant,
and that looks like one of your

jellybeans...
But I agree

you need to save
and let compounding

work for you!

But As Investo swings the Axe...  It turns out it was just a dream!

Investo,
What’s 

Going on...
HEY!
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Yipee!  Compounding does work!
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Jellybeans!

months later...

I’ll
get it!

KNOCK!

KNOCK!

The Great

Investo

$

$
$

$$

$

 here’s your interest! 
Thank you for Saving, 

mr. Investo, sir!

I guess next time
I should try it

with money!

$ $
$ $

The 
 End



Start Here

Finish!

Smiling Sid is trying to
get Investo to use Magic Beans 
to reach his Savings Goal!

Help Investo get through the
maze, avoid those beans,
and reach his goal! 

The
Savings
Goal!

Smiling
Sid’s

Magic
Beans!

Magic Bean Maze!



Welcome to 
compounding Castle!

Fill in the words in the
right places.  I filled in

the first two!

C o m p o u n d i n g

C
A
S
T
L
E

4 Letters
dime
earn
safe
save

5 letters
Money
Penny
VAlue

6 letters
borrow
income
wealth 

7 letters
account
Deposit
Dollars
investo

8 letters
Interest

Giant Word Fill!



1     2     3    4     5    6     7     8             9   10    11     12    13    14   15    16

17    18   19    20   21          22   23  24   25

26   27  28   29   30   31    32             33   34  35   36
!

HASC
1          15

NAGIT
18

regat
33  13   14     11 

STOVENI
7   28        26        2

NEYPEN
4              10

ZADRiW
36   9

OPEDTIS
5   21   29  16

sLADROL
8                          25  32

NYOME
3   35       20  22

GAMIC
17        31

TUCON
23   6  30

ARTQEUr
24  27             12   34

clenki
19

Compound Interest Makes Your Savings Grow! 
Answers: Cash, Giant, Great, Investo, Penny, Wizard, Deposit, Dollars, 
Money, Magic, Count, Quarter, Nickel 

Unscramble 
the words and then 
match the numbers

to reveal the 
magic message

Double Word Puzzle!
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$
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These words Are so
mixed up!  Maybe I Can
figure them out if I
Stand on my head!
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1.Penny’s feather is missing  2. Dollar signs on skirt are changed to cents  3. Crystal Ball is larger
4. Table leg is missing  5. Rabbit’s ear is straightened  6. Rabbit’s nose is changed
7. Red band on hat is missing  8. Wand has a star on the end  9. Investo has a tongue
10. Investo’s mustache is missing  11.  Bow tie is now a straight tie  12.  Investo has a button on jacket

Answers

there are big
differences Between
paying and Earning

compound interest! 
Now See if you

can Spot the 12 
differences between

the two pictures below!

Spot the Differences!
Yipe! I’m

Seeing Double!



Word Search

C A O H B Q C O U N T R P W E 
G I N T E R E S T K T Z Q G T 
S P Z C J S O G I W G E V R C 
A N I C K E L U N B I I N O A 
F I S P R R P C V Z O Z A W S 
E U B P N M E O E Q Z R A N H 
G D H X F A N M S U E H R R T 
S A E S Y G N P T A A H W O D 
N P V P G I Y O O R R X M D W 
S V E D O C A U G T N D U O N 
A F A N P S Y N R E D R M L Q 
V V H U D N I D E R E C H L B 
I P J D L G X T A F P D B A A 
N W E Y M T I E T R Z Q P R N 
G P W E A L T H M O N E Y I K 

 

compound, saving, investo, penny, bank, interest, borrow,
cash, dollar, deposit, earn, great, grow, magic, money,

nickel, safe, spend, quarter, wizard, wealth, giant, count, vault

See if you can find all 
the hidden words!

I’ll Spot them
all with my

Magic Invisible
Binoculars!



Delaware  Bankers  Association

dba

Create Your Own Savings Magic
in Three Easy Steps

2. Deposit it in
a Bank Account That
Pays Interest!
Interest is money a bank pays 
you for depositing your savingS!

$ $
$$

$$

$

1. Save Your Money!
When you save your money 
you’ll have more for things you want.

3. Let the Interest Compound!
the interest you earn also earns interest
when you keep your money in the bank 
and let it grow!

Be a Savings Wizard!

Local Bank

Supported by



Celebrating 25 Years of 
Saving Magic!

Celebrating the Magic 
 of Saving!

Delaware  Bankers  Association

dba


